
 

Sponsored by the Florida Department of Transportation located at the 
Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR), University of South Florida 

4202 E. Fowler Avenue, CUT100, Tampa, Florida 33620-5375  
Phone: (813) 974-7834 Fax: (813) 974-5168 

Email: tripsflorida@cutr.usf.edu 

 
 
 
May 18, 2020 
 
Ref: TRIPS-19-MV-RFP 
 
 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO AWARD 
 

I am pleased to announce FDOT’s intent to award purchasing agreements to deliver “Lowered 
Floor” type Minivans under the above stated contract. The following dealers/manufacturers will be 
offered an award with the Department: 

Florida Transportation Systems, representing Braun Corporation 

Alliance Bus Group, representing FR Conversions 

Orders placed under this contract cannot be processed until final award date has been issued. If any 
party has comments, questions, or concerns related to this intent to award, please contact me at 
callen@cutr.usf.edu or 850-921-7345. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Carlton Allen 
TRIPS Program Manager  

mailto:callen@cutr.usf.edu


Center for Urban Transportation Research 
 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
 

Transportation Research Inspection Procurement Services (TRIPS) 
 

CONTRACT TRIPS-19-MV-RFP 
 

ADA Compliant Lowered Floor Minivan 
 
Notice is hereby given that the University of South Florida, Center for Urban Transportation 
Research, representing the Florida Department of Transportation, will receive sealed proposals for 
the manufacture and delivery of the following 2020 model year vehicle type: 
 
        Minimum  Maximum 
Accessible Minivan Type Transit Vehicle               0                                         750 
 
The quantities reflect the immediate and foreseeable needs of transit agencies within Florida and 
were determined by using the most recent State of Florida Program of Projects, historical data 
from previous Florida Department of Transportation contracts, Agency(s) requests, and Agency(s) 
vehicle replacement schedules.  All or part of the quantity of vehicles stated herein may be assigned 
to other public transit agencies desiring to purchase the same equipment specified in Part 2 of this 
solicitation.  The TRIPS program reserves the right to reject any and all proposals, or any part of 
any or all proposals. 
 
A pre-proposal meeting will be held Monday, September 23, 2019, 10:00 a.m., at Lively Technical 
College, 500N Appleyard Dr. Tallahassee, FL 32304. Although optional, it is highly recommended 
prospective proposers attend, due to the known complexities of this solicitation. The meeting will 
be held in the conference room. A conference line will be available for those unable to attend; 
(800) 832-0736:  PIN/Room Number #8915826.  
  
Primary distribution of this Request For Proposal is digital: RFP may be downloaded from the 
TRIPS website, Upcoming RFP’s tab, at http://tripsflorida.org/rfps.html Copies of the RFP 
may also be obtained from Carlton Allen, TRIPS Contract Administrator, University of South 
Florida, Center for Urban Transportation Research, 4202 E. Fowler Ave., CUT 100, Tampa, 
Florida, 33620, (850) 921-7345.   
 
Sealed proposals, an original , four (4) hard copies and 8 USB storage devices, must be 
received at the above address (Attn: Carlton Allen) not later than 3:30 PM EST, Monday, 
October 21, 2019. 
 
The successful proposer will be required to comply with all Equal Opportunity Laws and 
Regulations, Buy America Laws, Chapter 287 of the Florida Statutes and all other applicable 
Federal and State regulations. 

 

http://tripsflorida.org/rfps.html
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THE CONFERENCE OF MINORITY 
Transportation Officials (COMTO) recog-
nized its Palm Beach County Chapter, 
founded by Palm Tran Executive Director 
Clinton B. Forbes, with its Community 
Engagement Award at COMTO’s recent 
annual transportation conference in 
Tampa, FL.

The award recognizes a chapter that 
has demonstrated excellence in the 
planning and implementation of com-
munity activities or events that enhance 
COMTO’s image. This follows COMTO’s 
presentation of the Gerald Anderson 
Service Award to Forbes last year in 
Baltimore.

“For our chapter to earn recognition 
from COMTO’s award committee two 
years consecutively is an incredible 

accomplishment,” said Forbes. “This 
year’s award is especially significant 
as community engagement has always 
been our chapter’s top priority since I 
started the chapter in 2017.”

Chapter activities recognized by 
COMTO include sponsoring the Youth 
Sports and Fitness Expo in Riviera 
Beach, FL, and participation in Gar-
rett A. Morgan Day, which introduces 
grade-school students to public transit 
employment opportunities. In addition 
to volunteer efforts with foster children, 
older residents and homeless residents, 
the chapter also partnered with the 
COMTO Fort Lauderdale Chapter to 
present professional development 
events.

Palm Tran COMTO Chapter 
Earns Recognition

Valley Metro Welcomes 
‘Customer Experience 
Coordinators’

Representatives of the Palm Beach County Chapter of COMTO received the Community Engage-
ment Award at the 2019 COMTO Industry Awards Banquet in Tampa, FL.

AS AN EXTENSION OF ITS “RESPECT 
the Ride” program, Valley Metro in 
Phoenix has introduced a group of 
employees, stationed at platforms in the 
busiest light rail stations, to provide rider 
information, support security and serve 
as overall ambassadors to enhance the 
rider experience.

The first team of five “Customer Expe-
rience Coordinators” went on the job 
in early August, with another five to be 
hired in the fall.

“Respect the Ride (RTR) is about 
creating a safe and comfort-
able environment for all pas-
sengers,” said Valley Metro 
Chief Executive Officer Scott 
Smith. “Our Customer Expe-
rience Coordinators provide 
another layer of system 
presence and put the rider 
experience in focus. They 
will connect with riders in a 
way that’s not done today, 
helping them to navigate 
the system and neighboring 
communities.”

The RTR program, 
launched in 2017, estab-
lished a code of conduct, 
increased security staff, 
developed paid fare zones 
and introduced the safety 

and security app, AlertVM. All have 
helped provide a safer, more enjoyable 
rail experience for customers, as noted in 
a recent passenger survey.

“Security seems to be on the train 
more often. The [AlertVM] app makes 
me feel safer too; I can report things 
immediately,” said one rider surveyed. 
Another said, “I can go home after dark 
and I feel safe.” Four in five light rail rid-
ers, or 81 percent, rated the safety and 
security of Valley Metro Rail as “safe” or 
“very safe.”

Valley Metro’s first five Customer Experience Coordinators, the 
newest additions to the Respect the Ride program.

NEW FLYER OF AMERICA INC. HAS 
announced major contracts with Pace 
Suburban Bus, Arlington Heights, IL, and 
Connecticut DOT to upgrade the agen-
cies’ fleets of 40-foot buses with new 
clean diesel vehicles.

Pace’s order for 75 buses is its first 
with New Flyer. The new fleet will replace 
older buses currently in operation while 
expanding Pace’s service footprint 
to provide more efficient, long-range 
service.

The 50 buses in the Connecticut order, 
operating under the CTtransit name, 
replace older vehicles as part of a five-
year contract for 485 buses announced 
in 2016. The new vehicles will be inte-
grated into current service in the Hartford 
region to serve the city and surrounding 
areas.

Also, the Capital District Transporta-
tion Authority (CDTA), Albany, NY, has 
contracted with New Flyer to provide 
four 40-foot battery-electric Xcelsior 
CHARGE™ buses. This order will make 
CDTA the first public transit agency in 
upstate New York to operate battery-
electric buses, according to Chief Execu-
tive Officer Carm Basile.

In Boston, the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority (MBTA) recently 
introduced the first three of five New 
Flyer battery-electric bus prototypes to 
operation in real-world conditions as 
part of the Silver Line BRT fleet. During 
a two-year period following the introduc-
tion of the buses, the MBTA will test and 
gather data on this emerging technology 
to measure performance and operational 
effectiveness.

New Flyer Announces 
Two Major Contracts

Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker and MBTA General Manager Steve Poftak outside one of the 
agency’s prototype battery-electric buses.

CLASSIFIEDS
The Public Transit Marketplace—Passenger 
Transport Classified Ads are the marketplace for 
public transit. All classified ads appearing in the 
print version of Passenger Transport will also appear 
in the electronic version. All help wanted ads 
must appear in print in order to be listed on-line. 
TO PLACE AN AD: E-mail the requested date(s) 
of publication to: ptads@apta.com. Mailing 
address is: Passenger Transport, 1300 I Street, NW, 
Suite 1200 East, Washington, DC 20005. Ad copy 
is not accepted by phone. DEADLINE: 3 p.m., EST, 
Friday, one week prior to publication date. 
INFORMATION: Phone (202) 496-4877.

 APTA Member APTA Non-Member

1 insertion* $1.65 per word $1.90 per word

Multiple insertions* (with no copy change) $1.50 per word $1.70 per word

Display classifieds / column inch rate $80.00 $95.00

Minimum charge $95.00 $95.00

Logo Placement (per issue) $45.00 $45.00

Affidavits $3.50  $3.50

Blind box fee $25.00 $25.00

Minimum charge $95.00 $95.00

To estimate the price of your ad, you may use Microsoft Word’s “word count.”    
* Non-Commissionable

  B I D S / P R O P O S A L S

CENTER FOR URBAN TRANSPORTATION 
RESEARCH

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

TRANSPORTATION RESEARCH  
INSPECTION PROCUREMENT SERVICES 

(TRIPS)

CONTRACT TRIPS-19-MV-RFP

ADA COMPLIANT LOWERED FLOOR 
MINIVAN

Notice is hereby given that the University of South 
Florida, Center for Urban Transportation Research, 
representing the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion, will receive sealed proposals for the manufac-
ture and delivery of the following 2020 model year 
vehicle type:

 Min. Max.
Accessible Minivan Type Transit Vehicle 0 750

The quantities reflect the immediate and fore-
seeable needs of transit agencies within Florida and 
were determined by using the most recent State 
of Florida Program of Projects, historical data from 
previous Florida Department of Transportation 
contracts, Agency(s) requests, and Agency(s) vehicle 
replacement schedules.  All or part of the quantity 
of vehicles stated herein may be assigned to other 

public transit agencies desiring to purchase the same 
equipment specified in Part 2 of this solicitation.  The 
TRIPS program reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, or any part of any or all proposals.

A pre-proposal meeting will be held Monday, 
September 23, 2019, 10:00 a.m., at Lively Techni-
cal College, 500N Appleyard Dr., Tallahassee, FL 
32304. Although optional, it is highly recommended 
prospective proposers attend, due to the known 
complexities of this solicitation. The meeting will be 
held in the conference room. A conference line will be 
available for those unable to attend; (800) 832-0736:  
PIN/Room Number #8915826. 

Primary distribution of this Request For Proposal 
is digital: RFP may be downloaded from the TRIPS 
website, Upcoming RFP’s tab, at http://tripsflorida.
org/rfps.html Copies of the RFP may also be obtained 
from Carlton Allen, TRIPS Contract Administrator, Uni-
versity of South Florida, Center for Urban Transporta-
tion Research, 4202 E. Fowler Ave., CUT 100, Tampa, 
Florida, 33620, (850) 921-7345.  

Sealed proposals, an original, four (4) hard copies 
and 8 USB storage devices, must be received at the 
above address (Attn: Carlton Allen) not later than 3:30 
PM EST, Monday, October 21, 2019.

The successful proposer will be required to 
comply with all Equal Opportunity Laws and Regula-
tions, Buy America Laws, Chapter 287 of the Florida 
Statutes and all other applicable Federal and State 
regulations. 
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Notice: 22274903 
Notice of Bid/Request for Proposal 

Department: DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Division: University of South Florida

Overview

CONTRACT TRIPS-19-MV-RFP ADA Compliant Lowered Floor Minivan

REFERENCE MATERIALS: No reference(s).

Under Florida law, E-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your E-mail address released in response to a public records 
request, do not send electronic mail to this entity. Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing.

Home Advanced Search MyFLRules Rules Open for Comments About Us Contact Us Help
Copyright and Privacy Policies Accessibility Statement

Copyright @ 2010 State of Florida Department of State

Page 1 of 122274903 - Florida Administrative Rules, Law, Code, Register - FAC, FAR, eRulemaking

6/3/2020https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/View_notice.asp?id=22274903
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Masters Transportation
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Grand Caravan 37484 2018

Masters Transportation
Iowa State Contract
Lone Star 39473 2018

Hoglund
Iowa State Contract
Braun Entervan 40782 2018

Thomas Bus
Iowa State Contract
Amerivan PT 40661 2018

Mid South Bus 36000
Tennessee State Contract
Braun Entervan 2018

Alliance Bus
Miss State Con 36435
Amerivan PT 2016

Creative Bus
Washington State 37749
Braun Entervan 2017

Schetky NorthWest
Washington State 40316
Lonestar Grand Carvan 2017

Schetky NorthWest
Washington State 49819
Lonestar Pacifica 2017

37484 39473 40782 40661
36000 36435 37749

40316

49819

2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2016 2017 2017 2017

0

10000

20000

30000

40000

50000

60000

Independent Cost Estimate-Price Analysis
TRIPS-19-MV-RFP

Base Bus only no options





Page 1 of 3 
 

#TRIPS-MV-19-RFP 
MINI VAN TYPE TRANSIT VEHICLES 

 Addendum 1- Changes and Questions 
October 7, 2019 

 
Where? Page # Section Change 
Part 2 68 

 
2.4.1 Replace Sentence: 

The vehicle shall be equipped with a stainless-steel exhaust system which 
meets or exceeds FMVSS and EPA noise level and exhaust emission (smoke 
and noxious gas) requirements.   
With: 
The vehicle shall be equipped with a heavy duty, corrosion resistant exhaust 
system which meets or exceeds FMVSS and EPA noise level and exhaust 
emission (smoke and noxious gas) requirements.  All altered exhaust joints 
shall be welded with a continuous weld. 

Part 2 69 2.9.2 Replace Sentence: 
A mounted and balanced spare tire on the same size and type wheel 
assembly of the tires mounted on minivan, shall be provided as standard and 
shipped loose with each vehicle. The spare tire shall be covered and secured 
so as not to damage the interior of the minivan in shipment. 
With: 
A mounted and balanced OEM spare tire shall be provided as standard with 
each vehicle. The spare tire shall be stored underneath the vehicle in an 
accessible location. 
 

Part 5 105 5.11.0 Replace entire section: 
Purchasers are responsible for Conducting normal inspections and scheduled 
preventive maintenance procedures as recommended in Contractor’s 
maintenance manuals, for entering warranty requests in the TRIPS 
DATAcenter, to work with the contractor to develop a course of action, to 
make vehicles available for warranty repairs and when performing in-house 
warranty, to complete repairs in a timely manner in accordance with the 
determined course of action and to follow parts and labor agreements 

With 

Purchasers are responsible for Conducting normal inspections and scheduled 
preventive maintenance procedures as recommended in Contractor’s 
maintenance manuals, to work with the contractor to develop a course of 
action, to make vehicles available for warranty repairs and when performing 
in-house warranty, to complete repairs in a timely manner in accordance with 
the determined course of action and to follow parts and labor agreements 

 

Part 6 107 6.1.2 Replace entire section: 
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Where? Page # Section Change 
FDOT assigns a specific number to each vehicle purchased using its Capital 
funding sources.  The identification shall be displayed as FDOT #000000 in 3M 
reflective material, or approved equal, Helvetica Medium two inch 
lettering/numbering.  The numbering will be displayed on the rear and front 
of the vehicle at locations agreed to by TRIPS.  It will be the Contractor’s 
responsibility to obtain this number from FDOT and post on the vehicle at 
delivery or immediately thereafter. 
With  
FDOT assigns a specific number to each vehicle purchased using its Capital 
funding sources.  The identification shall be displayed as FDOT #000000 in 3M 
reflective material, or approved equal, Helvetica Medium two inch 
lettering/numbering.  The numbering will be displayed on the rear and front 
of the vehicle at locations agreed to by TRIPS.  It will be the Agencies 
responsibility to obtain this number from FDOT and post on the vehicle at 
delivery or immediately thereafter. 
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Question 1. 
 
 May bidders propose utilizing a 2019 Dodge Grand Caravan (or other chassis meeting the rest    of specifications) for 
first model year the Contract?  
 
1.1    Notice is hereby given that the Transit Research Inspection Procurement Services Program (TRIPS) will receive sealed 
proposals on behalf of agencies within the state of Florida, herein referred to as the “Purchasers” to establish a statewide 
Purchasing Agreement for the manufacture and delivery of 2020 model year: 
 
Answer.  Yes  
 
Question 2. 
 
At the Prebid conference, was it mentioned that the interlock with the fuel door would also apply to the right-side 
sliding door? The interlock for the left side sliding door is an OEM safety feature, but we do not believe the right side can 
be interlocked with the fuel tank door. Please confirm that this fuel tank door interlock will only apply to the left-hand 
side sliding door. 
 
2.14.1 The minivan shall have standard OEM driver and passenger front doors; one left side rear door (extended to floor 
level), and one right side ramp door.  The left side sliding door shall be OEM and extended to floor level to provide a 
minimum entry height of 56”.  This door shall be equipped with an interlock system so that the door cannot be opened 
from the inside or outside when fuel door is open. 
 
Answer. 2.14.1 language will remain as is. The right-side rear door does not have to interlocked when fuel door is open. 
 
Question 3. 
 
Is the intent of the specification to remove the OEM Aluminized Steel Exhaust system and have it replaced with a 
Stainless Steel Exhaust System?    
 
2.4.1   The vehicle shall be equipped with a stainless-steel exhaust system which meets or exceeds FMVSS and EPA noise 
level and exhaust emission (smoke and noxious gas) requirements. 
Answer.  
Addressed in Addendum 1 
 
Question 4. 
 
A question was asked about seat fabric, what upholstery should be used on the seats? 
 
Answer.  
2.19.2 Proposal shall include a description of the proposed seating material. 
 
Question 5. 
 
 2.9.2     A question was asked about a full-size spare tire. 
 
Answer. 
Addressed in Addendum 1 



Dealer Manufacturer Chassis Model Minivan Price Van price from average Van price from lowest Come within 5% of Low Come within 7.5% of Low Come within 10% of low BAFO
Alliance Bus Group FR Conversions Chrysler Voyager L $49,663.00 ($6,242.00) $4,070.95 $2,985.43 $1,899.90 $49,663
Alliance Bus Group FR Conversions Chrysler Voyager LX $53,004.00 $52,869
Alliance Bus Group FR Conversions Chrysler Pacifica $57,144.00 $56,789
Florida Transportation Braun Dodge Caravan $43,421.00 $0.00 $0.00 $43,316
Florida Transportation Braun Chrysler Voyager L $49,112.00 $48,092



ITEM Description FTS 7.5% from lowest Alliance Bus 7.5% from lowest

3.1.1
Hybrid drive system and/or alternative fueled engines meeting 

current EPA requirements N/A N/A

From lowest

3.1.2
Manufacturers Extended Warranty (also detail coverage in miles 

and months)
From lowest

Bumper to Bumper Warranty 5year 100,000 Miles $3,338 $2,000
From lowest $1,800 $1,188.000
Bumper to Bumper Warranty 5year 150,000 Miles $4,800
From lowest
Bumper to Bumper Warranty 5year 200,000 Miles-Caravan $8,300
From lowest
Bumper to Bumper Warranty 7year 150,000 Miles $6,300
From lowest

3.2.1 Alternative wheels- Caravan $505

Alternative wheels- Voyager $905
Requires LX or Touring 
Chassiss option

From lowest
3.2.2 full-size OEM spare wheel and tire assembly/ Caravan $222 $425

full-size OEM spare wheel and tire assembly/ Voyager $422 $425
From lowest

3.3.1 additional 12-volt accessory outlet STD $125
From lowest

3.4.1 Power rear sliding doors- Caravan $960
Power rear sliding doors-Voyager $3,311 $3,341.00
From lowest

3.5.1 A driver protection partition N/A $950
From lowest

3.6.1 permanent mount, front passenger seat $25 $0
From lowest

3.6.2 A two (2) person foldaway seat shall be provided $985 $1,059 

From lowest $74 $0.13

3.6.3
Additional seat belt extensions (beyond the two that are 
standard). $25 $27

From lowest $2 $0.13

3.6.4 Nanocide seat fabric $310 $300 

From lowest $10 ($12.500)

3.7.1
Reverse camera and monitor backing system: 
Manufacturer___OEM____________ STD STD
From lowest

3.8.1 Reverse Assistance System: Manufacturer_______________ $125 STD
From lowest

3.9.1 Electrically powered wheelchair ramp-Caravan $2,031
Electrically powered wheelchair ramp- Voyager N/A $3,341.00
From lowest

3.10.1 SURE-LOK Titan wheelchair restraint system $290 $312
From lowest $22

3.10.2 Q’straint QRTMAX wheelchair restraint system $264 $284
From lowest $20

3.11.1
Camera systems priced per system and identified by 
manufacturer’s specific models and part numbers.
Angel Trax Vulcan Series 6 four (4) Cameras, 2 TB $2,690 $2,892
From lowest $202 $0.25
REI HD5 four (4) Cameras, 2 TB $2,900 $3,118
From lowest $218 $0.50
Seon TH4 four (4) Cameras, 2 TB $3,070 $3,300
From lowest $230 ($0.25)
Apollo Roadrunner four (4) Cameras, 2 TB $3,923 $4,217
From lowest $294 ($0)
Safety Vision 4112, 4 Camera Sytem, 2 TB
From lowest
Gatekeeper Y35,2 TB, 4 camera system $4,254
From lowest



2TB DVR Hard Drive $350

Angel Trax Vulcan Series 6 Two (2) Cameras, 1 TB $1,610 $1,731

From lowest $121 $0.25

REI HD5 Two (2) Cameras, 1 TB $1,820 $1,956

From lowest $136 ($0.50)
Seon TH4 Two (2) Cameras, 1 TB $1,990 $2,139
From lowest $149 ($0.25)

Apollo Roadrunner Two (2) Cameras, 1 TB $3,243 $3,486

From lowest $243 ($0.22)
Safety Vision 4112, 2 Camera Sytem, 1 TB $1,810
From lowest
Additional Camera, Any Sytem $240
From lowest
GPS Antenna $200
From lowest

From lowest

Gatekeeper Y35,1 TB, 2 camera system $3,584
From lowest
Other Manufacturer options available

Liftgate Strap $55
From lowest
Striker Covers (Pair) $55
From lowest
WC 18 Compliant Tie Down Sytem $456
From lowest
Manual Infloor Ramp-Caravan $2,350

From lowest
Credit for Cloth Upholstery    (Deduct) <$300>
From lowest

Two 6” flashing LED strip lights
From lowest
RAM tablet mount
From lowest
Extra key fob
From lowest
Folding foot rest for rear seat
From lowest
Trapeze Ranger MDT $5,996
From lowest
Upgrade to Voyager LX Chassis ( includes power door, required 
for power fold out W/C Ramp $3,341
From lowest
Upgrade to Pacifica Touring Chassis ( includes power door) $7,841
From lowest



TRIPS-19-MV-RFP 

Bid Tabulation      Florida Transportation /Braun 

 Evaluator 
#1 

Evaluator 
#2 

Evaluator 
#3 

Evaluator 
#4 

Evaluator 
#5 

Average 

Technical  
Specifications 

4.8 6 4.8 5.4 4.8 5.16 

Price 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 4.5 

After Sales 
Service 

1.05 1.5 1.05 1.35 1.2 1.23 

Warranty .975 1.1 .975 1.15 1 1.04 

Quality 
Control  

.8 1.2 .8 1.05 .75 .92 

Training .875 1.125 .875 1 .875 .95 

Totals 13 15.425 13 14.45 13.125 13.8 

 

Bid Tabulation      Alliance Bus Group /FR Conversions 

 Evaluator 
#1 

Evaluator 
#2 

Evaluator 
#3 

Evaluator 
#4 

Evaluator#5 Average 

Technical  

Specifications 

4.8 5.55 4.8 5.475 4.8 5.085 

Price 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 4.2 

After Sales 
Service 

.75 .6 .75 .9 .75 .75 

Warranty 1.025 1 1.05 1.15 1.025 1.05 

Quality 
Control  

.75 .8 .8 .9 .7 .79 

Training .75 1.125 .75 1 .75 .875 

Totals 12.275 13.275 12.35 12.725 12.225 12.57 
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